
411

Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997 / Apr. 8

Q. Mr. President——

Middle East Peace Process

[The following question was asked in French
and translated. Prime Minister Chretien an-
swered in French, and then repeated his answer
in English.]

Q. Mr. Prime Minister, have you and Presi-
dent Clinton talked about the situation—the
peace process in the Middle East? And did you
discuss about your position, about the new set-
tlements by Israel?

Prime Minister Chretien. We have discussed,
yes, the Middle East problem with the Presi-
dent. I agree with the President that only co-
operation between the Israelis and the Palestin-
ians will permit a solution to the problem. We
consider that building new settlements in places
that were not contemplated by preexisting
agreements cannot be supported, because there
will be a difficulty to achieve peace.

President Clinton. Sarah, what were you going
to ask?

Cross-Border Drug Trafficking

Q. Sir, this is a question for both of you.
The records show that there are far more drugs
coming over the border from Canada into the
United States now than ever before. Can you
look into that and maybe do something about
it, both of you?

Prime Minister Chretien. It’s more trade.
[Laughter]

Q. More drugs coming in from Canada to
the United States.

President Clinton. More drugs, she said.
Prime Minister Chretien. More drugs—I

heard ‘‘trucks.’’ [Laughter] I’m sorry.
President Clinton. I’m glad we clarified that,

or otherwise he’d have to delay calling the elec-
tion. [Laughter]

Prime Minister Chretien. But we discussed
the problem, and we have a good collaboration
between the two groups who enforce the laws
in Canada and in the United States. And of
course, we’re preoccupied by the level of drug
trafficking in North America, and we are work-
ing as close as possible with the administration
to control this problem because, of course, it’s
very devastating socially in both our countries.

President Clinton. One of the important
things we did as a part of this meeting was
to take steps to deepen our law enforcement
cooperation generally. This is a difficult prob-
lem, but the only answer is to more closely
cooperate and do the best we can and make
the best use we can of our officials and our
technology.

Thank you all very much.

NOTE: The President’s 140th news conference
began at 1:31 p.m. in the Rose Garden at the
White House. In his remarks, he referred to Min-
ister of Environment Sergio Marchi of Canada.
Prime Minister Chretien referred to President
Boris Yeltsin of Russia.

Message to the Congress Transmitting the Report of the
Department of Transportation
April 8, 1997

To the Congress of the United States:
As required by section 308 of Public Law

97–449 (49 U.S.C. 308(a)), I transmit herewith
the Annual Report of the Department of Trans-
portation, which covers fiscal year 1995.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,

April 8, 1997.
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Message to the Congress Transmitting the Report of the
National Endowment for Democracy
April 8, 1997

To the Congress of the United States:
Pursuant to the provisions of section 504(h)

of Public Law 98–164, as amended (22 U.S.C.
4413(i)), I transmit herewith the 13th Annual
Report of the National Endowment for Democ-
racy, which covers fiscal year 1996.

The report demonstrates the National Endow-
ment for Democracy’s unique contribution to
the task of promoting democracy worldwide.
The Endowment has helped consolidate emerg-
ing democracies—from South Africa to the
former Soviet Union—and has lent its hand to
grass-roots activists in repressive countries—such

as Cuba, Burma, or Nigeria. In each instance,
it has been able to act in ways that government
agencies could not.

Through its everyday efforts, the Endowment
provides evidence of the universality of the
democratic ideal and of the benefits to our Na-
tion of our continued international engagement.
The Endowment has received and should con-
tinue to receive strong bipartisan support.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
April 8, 1997.

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Report on Radiation Control for
Health and Safety
April 8, 1997

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with section 540 of the Federal

Food, Drug, and Cosmetic (FDC) Act (21
U.S.C. 360qq) (previously section 360D of the
Public Health Service Act), I am submitting the
report of the Department of Health and Human
Services regarding the administration of the Ra-
diation Control for Health and Safety Act of
1968 during calendar year 1995.

The report recommends the repeal of section
540 of the FDC Act, which requires the comple-
tion of this annual report. All the information
found in this report is available to the Congress

on a more immediate basis through the Center
for Devices and Radiological Health technical
reports, the Center’s Home Page Internet Site,
and other publicly available sources. Agency re-
sources devoted to the preparation of this report
should be put to other, better uses.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
April 8, 1997.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this message.

Remarks at a State Dinner Honoring Prime Minister Jean Chretien of
Canada
April 8, 1997

Prime Minister and Mrs. Chretien, Ambas-
sador and Mrs. Chretien, distinguished Canadian
guests and my fellow Americans: It has been
a real honor for me to welcome the Prime Min-
ister and Mrs. Chretien to Washington and to

do our best to return the warm hospitality that
Hillary and I received in Ottawa 2 years ago.

The whole state visit has gone exactly as
planned, except we didn’t get to play golf.
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